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Arcade des Arts 
217-221 West Saratga Street 
Private 

The Arcade des Arts located at 217, 219 and 221 West Saratoga Street were 
originally built as 19th century residences which were converted into an 
arcade in 1927. This arcade is one of only four arcades known to have been 
built in Baltimore. The Arcade des Arts and the Brown's Arcade are the only 
two arcades known to have been a project which converted several residences 
into an arcade for commercial use. Also the Arcade des Arts and the Brown's 
Arcade are the only two original arcades still in use today. The Arcade 
des Arts is not only significant as an arcade, but the arcade was designed by 
an important local architect, Joseph Evans Sperry, who designed, several 
noteworthy buildings in Baltimore. In addition, the Arcade des Arts is also 
significant for such fine architectural details as an Italxante groin vaulted 
arcade, Classical pedimented entrances, fanlight windows, splayed brick 
segmental-arched lintels, quatrefoil details, decorative consoles and panels 
with foliate motifs. Despite vacancies in some of the shops, overall the 
buildings are in good condition. 
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and/or common A r c a d e des A r t s 

2. Location 
street & number 2 1 7 - 2 2 1 West S a r a t o g a S t r e e t 

B a l t i m o r e 
city, town vicinity of 

state M a r y l a n d c o u n t y 

3. Classification 

congressional district 

_ not for publication 

3 rd 

Category 
district 

x building(s) 
structure 
site 

_ object 

Ownership 
public 

x private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

x n o t a p p l i c a b l e 

Status 
x occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessib le 
yes: restricted 

_JL yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

Ji commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

name Frank and Angela Fodios 

street & number 5607 Roland Avenue telephone no.: 

city, town Baltimore ;tate and zip code Maryland 21210 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e liber SEB 37 

street & number 
Fayette and Calvert Streets 

folio 458 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Baltimore Retail District Architectural Inventory 

date October, 1980 federal state county _ L _ local 

depository for survey records Commission for Historical and Architectural Preservation 

city, town Baltimore state Maryland 



7. DeSCriptiOn Survey No. B - 2 2 8 7 

Check one 
x original site 

moved date o f move 

Condition 
excellent 

_x_good 
fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
x. unaltered 

altered 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

SUMMARY: 

The Arcade des Arts located at 217-221 West Saratoga Street is a three story 
high, seven bay wide, masonry structure, laid in running bond brick with wood 
trim and a marble base. The front elevation is divided into three storefronts; 
to the east is a restaurant, the central entrance leads to the upper stories 
and on the western side of the front elevation is an arched entrance leading to 
a vaulted arcade. The three story high main building and the two story high 
back buildings both have flat roofs. In the rear there is a detached, brick 
structure with a wood balcony and a flat roof. The rear building measures two 
stories high and approximately twelve feet wide on the front elevation and six 
bays long on the side elevation. The rear area also includes a large courtyard 
and side patio. The majority of the businesses are entered from the vaulted 
arcade, except for the restaurant and the central entrance to the upper stories 
on West Saratoga Street. This arcade building features many fine architectural 
details which include a groin vaulted arcade, pedimented entrances and fanlight 
windows, splayed brick segmental-arched lintels, quatrefoil details, decorative 
consoles and panels with foliate motifs. Overall the building is in good condition. 

General Description: 

The front elevation on West Saratoga Street contains three storefronts which 
run the width of the building and are separated by flat pilasters supporting a 
moulded stringcourse. At the northeast corner of the building is the Saratoga 
Coffee Shop with a storefront featuring a central entrance, flanked by bay 
windows and a pastel green, flat, rectangular sign above the windows on the 
first story. 

The central entrance leads to the upper stories and is defined by thin, flat 
pilasters supporting a blank entablature and a pediment with a blank tympanum. 
The recessed wood door has four panels with a central square window and a small 
mail slot below. 

To the right of this central, upstairs entrance is a wooden, round arched 
entrance decorated with a wood, keystone console, black cast iron bars and 
flanked by bowed storefront windows which are surmounted by small, two over two 
transom windows. The arched entry way leads to a groin vaulted arcade which 
serves as access to small shops on either side. 

A' simple moulded stringcourse divides the first and second story. The second 
story has two over four, double hung, wood windows surmounted by brick 
segmental arches and the third story has four over four, double hung, wood 
windows with splayed brick, segmental-arched lintels and stone sills. 

(continue, please) 
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Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

_1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

- J L 1 9 0 0 -

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1927-1928 Builder/Architect Joseph Evans Sper ry , a r c h i t e c t 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : 
and/or 

Appl icable Exception: 

Level of S ign i f i cance : 

_A _B x_C D 

_A B _ C D E F 

national state xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SUMMARY: 

The Arcade des Arts located at 217, 219 and 221 West Saratoga Street were 
originally built as 19th century residences which were converted into an 
arcacte in 1927. This arcade is one of only four arcades known to have been 
built in Baltimore. The Arcade des Arts and the Brown's Arcade are the only 
two arcades known to have been a project which converted several residences 
into an arcade for commercial use. Also the Arcade des Arts and the Brown's 
Arcade are the only two of the original arcades still in use today. The Arcade 
des Arts is not only significant as an arcade, but the arcade was designed by 
an important local architect, Joseph Evans Sperry, who designed several 
noteworthy buildings in Baltimore. In addition, the Arcade des Arts is also 
significant for such fine architectural details as an Italiante groin vaulted 
arcade, Classical pedimented entrances, fanlight windows, splayed brick 
segmental-arched lintels, quatrefoil details, decorative consoles and panels 
with foliate motifs. Despite vacancies in some of the shops, overall the 
buildings are in good condition. 

History and Support: 

The initial structures of 217-221 West Saratoga Street were originally built 
circa 1875-1880 as residences and the architect is unknown. Since 1909 the 
property has changed hands several times. 

On July 6, 1927, Ella J. Hutzler, widow of David Hutzler, bought the property 
at 217-221 West Saratoga Street from Louis Hurwitz, who had owned the property 
since 1920. Ella Hutzler then hired Joseph Evans Sperry, an important local, 
Baltimore architect, to draw up plans to convert the three structures into an 
arcade to be called the Arcade des Arts. According to Sperry's plans, the Arcade 
was originally to have been two shops fronting on Saratoga Street with several 
shops then opening on to an arcade, which would lead to a courtyard in the rear. 
There were to be four smaller shops in the rear area. The front elevation was to 
have had a hipped roof with dormer windows. The whole project was done with an 
investment of $135,000. The project was finished in 1928 and the plan for a 
hipped roof and dormers on the front elevation were not a part of the final plan. 
This type of construction and the idea of converting buildings into an arcade was 
a new idea for the Howard Street shopping area. 

(continue, please) 
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Directly above the third story windows is a wooden stringcourse enhanced 
with small quatrefoil details running the length of the building. 
Surmounting the third story is a heavy elaborate cornice at the roofline 
with decorative consoles, elaborately carved dentils and seven carved 
oblong, ventilation panels incised with foliate motifs. 

Directly inside the arcade are the entrances to shops on either side. 
The wooden doors of these shops have single paned glass, surmounted 
by wood fanlight windows with mail slots on the lower portion of the 
doors. A four and one half foot wide hallway leads back to the rear and 
is lined by four shops. The front two shops measure four bays long 
with eight over eight, double hung wood windows surmounted by fanlight 
windows above and blank wood panels, with some vertical molding below 
in the lower portion of the door. The wall of the arcade is stuccoed 
and painted a cream color. 

Beyond the first two shops, the vaulted hallway opens up into an entry 
way space with shop entrances on either side. Each shop has a single 
paned, wood door with two lower wood panels below and double paned 
transom windows above. In this entry way area the building extends up 
three stories with double hung, four over four wood windows. 

Beyond the entrances to these shops the hallway extends back to the original 
width of the arcade which was approximately four and one half feet wide. 
Wooden, bay windows with six panes on either side and a twelve paned 
central window line the arcade. These windows also feature elaborate 
carved wood trim and wood posts, which serve as mullions, and concrete 
sills and wood lintels. Above the bay windows are four bays of double 
hung, six over six, wood windows with wood sills. 

The arcade leads back to a small building housing a beauty shop. The 
shop faces the arcade with a patio area in front of the entrance. This 
patio extends west and measures approximately six feet by six feet and 
has bright orange and white square tile. Enclosing the patio is a brick 
wall which measures about six feet high and connects the main building 
to the rear detached building. 

The rear elevation of 217-221 West Saratoga Street is broken up and 
assymetrical as a result of the renovation of the three buildings into 
an arcade in the 1920's. The western and central portion of the rear 
elevation feature six over six, double hung, wood windows on each of the 
two stories, a fire escape and chimneys at the roof. On the eastern 
portion of the rear building a side elevation is exposed with four over 
four, double hung wood windows enhanced by brick segmental arches. The 
rear of the southeast portion of the building has two, four over four, 
double hung, wood windows, surmounted by brick segmental arches and a 
large duct runs up the center of the rear elevation. 

Behind 217 West Saratoga there is a detached rear building connected 
only by a brick wall to the front buildings of the Arcade des Arts. 
Only the north, east and west elevations are exposed and the south 
elevation abuts the rear of a parking garage. The north and east elevations 

(continue, please) 
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are the only accessible elevations. This structure features a second story, 
wooden balcony and wood paneled doors. 

The front elevation of the rear building faces on the smaller patio at 
the end of the vaulted arcade. This north elevation features a single 
paned, wood door on the first floor with a lower wood panel and it is 
surmounted by a glass transom divided into eight small squares. Flanking 
the main entrance are vertical wood sidelights with a wood panel below each 
light. There are no windows on the front elevation. 

Facing onto the courtyard is the east elevation which includes six over six, 
double hung, wood windows on the first story, three of which still have one 
wooden shutter left of them. The first story also has a single paned, wood 
door with three horizontal panels below and surmounted by a blank transom. 

The second story, wood balcony, features simple square wooden posts and railings, 
void of any decoration. The windows on the second story are arranged in a 
one-two-one pattern with four paneled, wood doors between the window groups. 

To the east of the rear, detached building is a courtyard enclosed by a six 
foot high brick wall with five projecting brick pilasters on the wall. 
The rear wall of the parking garage running along West Clay Street encloses the 
southern portion of the courtyard and the rear elevation of 221 West 
Saratoga Street encloses the courtyard on the north. A tree stands near the 
center of the brick wall which helps create shade for this empty courtyard 
area. A circular tree well or pool may have been in the center of the courtyard, 
as indicated by a concrete patch. 
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Arcades have existed since arched spaces were being used for commercial use 
(Brown's Arcade National Register form, 1982). According to Johann F. Geist 
in his book Passengen the definition of an arcade is "A common space, built 
along an axis, maintained by the developer, and rented for a variety of 
commercial uses," . The first arcades built in America were in the mid 
1820's. Arcades are most useful and unique because they protect shoppers 
from the elements such as weather, noise and the rush of people. Also they 
often provide shortcuts between two points. (Brown's Arcade National 
Register form, 1982) . 

The Arcade des Arts is one of only four arcades known to have been built in 
Baltimore City. The first arcade built in the city was called the Bazaar 
near Fayette Street and the Jones Falls River, constructed circa 1830-1840's. 
The second oldest arcade was the Brown's Arcade built in 1906 and the third 
was the arcade located at the Tower Building at 222-228 E. Baltimore Street 
which was built in 1912. The Brown's Arcade and the Arcade des Arts were the 
only two arcades built as a type of adaptive re-use project. The only arcades 
of the four still in use today are the brown's Arcade and the Arcade des Arts. 

Joseph Evans Sperry, who was an important local architect, designed the Arcade 
des Arts in 1927. Joseph Evans Sperry (1854-1930) was originally from 
Georgetown, South Carolina. Early in his life he entered the office of Charles 
L. Carson, another very important Baltimore architect. In the early 1880's 
Sperry was associated with J.B. Noel Wyatt. After 1886 Sperry worked as an 
independent. While Sperry was with Carson, he worked on the Equitable Building 
(1891-1893) and the restoration of the Masonic Temple (1909). In the firm of 
Sperry and Wyatt, Sperry worked on the Mercantile Trust and Deposit Company 
(1886) . As an independent architect Joseph Sperry designed the Eutaw Place 
Temple (1893), the Provident Savings Bank (1903), the Emerson Tower (1911), 
the Title Building (1912) and several other noteworthy structures in 
Baltimore City. 

The Arcade des Arts is also significant for some of its fine architectural 
details. These details include Classical pedimented entrances, fanlight windows, 
splayed brick segmental-arched lintels, quatrefoil details, decorative consoles 
and panels with foliate motifs. The two highlights of the Arcade des Arts are 
its Italianate groin vaulted arcade and the small patio and larger courtyard 
that the arcade opens into. 

The space within the Arcade des Arts must have been very appealing to businesses 
back in the late 1920's. According to the Baltimore City Directories for that 
period there were high occupancy numbers in the commercial spaces of the arcade, 
yet unfortunately today the Arcade des Arts does not seem to be able to fill up 
like it use to in the early 20th century. The decline of the area must have 
affected the use of these commercial spaces considerably. Despite the problems 
of the area, the Arcade des Arts is very unique and the rehabilitation of its 
space would assist in the revitalization of the Howard Street corridor. 
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CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE_ 

o 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dating from c. 1875-80, this masonry structure, laid in running bond, is three stories 
high, and seven bays wide, The three old storefronts - possibly as old as the building 
itself - run the width of the building, and are contained within flat pilasters supporting 
a moulded cornice. The entrance to the central shop Is defined by thin, flat pilasters 
supporting a blank entablature, atop which sits a pediment with blank tympanum. The 
round "arched entrance on the right of the building leads to a courtyard in the rear via 
a groin vaulted arcade by which small shops on either side are accessible. 

1/fthdows are all double hung. Second story windows are larger than those of the third, 
and have 2-over- flights. Third story windows have *-over- •flights. All upper story 
windows have stone sills and splayed brick, segmental-arched lintels. 

Above the third story windows runs a wooden string course which runs through the 
bases of the eight large brackets which support the braced cornice. Beneath the 
cornice runs a row of wooden jigsaw work. Between this and the string course are seven 
oblong orthogonal panels incised with foliate motifs. 

r ) I 
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—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES fttMo BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

These three rowhouses, probably dating from the 1870»S are r e l a 
t ively in t ac t examples of one of Baltimore's vernacular a rch i t ec 
t u r a l s ty les of the period. No. 219-21 includes the Arcade des 
Arts, which i s a gal lery with a vaulted ce i l ing , from which small 
shops may be entered. The gallery running between the buildings 
a t 219 and 221 W. Saratoga S t ree t , leads to a spacious courtyard 
in the r e a r . 
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ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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B-2287 REVISIONS 

CITY OF BALTIMORE 

DEPARTMENT O F PUBLIC W O R K S 

PROPERTY LOCATION DIVISION 

WARD At. SECTION 1 0 

BLOCK 597 

SCALE Xr50' DATE MOV. 19(66 

N O T I C E 

trl lS IS A REAL PROPERTY PLAT AS PROVIDED 

FOR UNDER ARTICLE 76(d) OF THE CITY CHARTER 

IT IS COMPILED FROM TITLE AND OTHER 

SOURCES AND IS WL AN AUTHENTIC SURVEY. 



B-2287 
Arcade des Arts 
217-222 W. Saratoga Street. 
Block 0597 Lot 013 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad 

GIS data Courtesy of 
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS 
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